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| wake up early on the norning of 14 February. Today is my birthday. I'm twelve
— almost a teenager! There's a surprise iIn my room: balloons! Five of them!
There's a silver one, a pink one, a gold one and even a couple that are tur-
quoise. | feel excited, knowing there will be more surprises to come.

Messages are popping up on my phone from people wishing me a happy birth-
day. Seven people have already texted before | leave the flat. I'm eager to get to
school, and when | arrive everyone stops in the corridor to say happy birthday
to me. | smile from ear-to-ear all day long until eventually my face actually starts
to hurt. I'm celebrating my birthday on Saturday by having a bowling party at
Nikolsky Mall. I've given out the invitations and everyone is excited!

After school, | arrive home. | live with my Granny Iryna, but when Mum comes
to visit from Turkey, | stay with her at my other grandparents’, Granny Zyna and
Grandad Yosip. Mum'’s here for my birthday but Dad lives and works abroad
and couldn’t come this time. Granny Iryna, my aunt and uncle and my little
cousin come round for a special birthday tea. | play a waltz by Tchaikovsky and
Beethoven’s Fur Elise on the piano. Everyone listens; it feels very peaceful.
Then, we have a tea of snacks and sandwiches and, the best part of all, a tasty
cake with candles on it!

The day has finally arrived! My twelfth birthday! Here | am surrounded by gifts
at my bowling party. I'm so lucky.
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